D§ 


7 


ae s>—..cUCc rr hULE 1S] 















oe’ : rae 





tHE 


a 


Western Missionary Magaxine, 
For DECEMBER, 


a a 2p O@Kkeorrrem 


(From the Cenne@icut Rvavgelica’ Mezgezize.) 


ON SUBMISSION TO GOD. 


HE holy fcriptures abundantly enjoin it on men,to fubs 

mit themfelves to God. He is the Father and Lord of 
the werld, and requires his creatures to forfake «vey evil and 
rebellious practice and become the loyal fubj< cOs of b's gov- 
ernment. The duty enjoined is not an inevitab’. fubjection 
to his invincible power. Every thing, willing or unwillings 
muft ultimately fubmit to this ; for God manages all things 
according to the counfet of his own will, The final - 
ly impenitent themfelves mutt take their portic:: of wrath 
and fiery indignation at his hands. © Mea, who are fenftble 
thai they can make no «ffegtual reli tance, frequently compofe 
themfelves to fubmit to things, which, ad they fufficient pows 
cr, they would never do, =A van quified enemy fubmits tu 


to the chain of anh::: iwhty conqueror, wit the appearance of 


meeknefs ; and dying unbelievers fre uently fay as much as 
this, that they are refizned to death if that be the will af God. 
T ne captive does not ufually deceive himfelf, fo as to fuppofe 
hz is willing to bear the taunts and fhackles “of the conquere 
ex. But, alas! the dying enemy of God, and Anners ender 
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awakenings, are often able to miftake this fubmiffion, which 
arifes from adefpair of what they wifh, and a refolution to 
bear their burdens as well as they can, for that fubmiffion, 
which fprings from love and confidence in God. — It may not 
then be improper to attend tothe fubject with care. 

Submifiion fometimes refpets the law of God. = This is 
fomething more than yielding heartlefs fervices, and hypo. 
critical pretences to obedience.—It is delighting in the law, 
and entering into the practice of a cordial conformity to it, 
Such as thus obey it, fee an excellency and fitnefs in the law 
itfelf, and they obey, becaufe they efgeem it holy, formed on 
the great principle of impartial goodnefs, and a bleffing te 
the univerfe. Such take pleafure in the duties it enjoins, 
and earneftly defire that their hearts fhould be brought inte 
a perfect conformity to all their duty, faying then fhall I have 
great delight, when I have refpect te all thy commandments, 
Submiffion to the divine law, is alfe derived in part, froman 
affectionate fenfe of the obligations which believers feel them- 
felves under to God,as their parent, who hath nourifhed and 
brought them up as children, fuftaining them from infancy 
to their prefent age; fo that goodnefs and mercy have follow- 
ed them all the days of their lives, notwithftanding the nu- 
merous provocations they have committed againft him.—His 
people are fenfible, that this lays them under obligations to 
him, and that it is an aggravation of wickednefs, to rebel a- 
gainft God, when he hath nourifhed and brought them up as 
children. 

A confideration alfo, that God has created the world, im- 
prefics on the minds of his people, a fenfe of his right to 
give law tohis own creatures. They view themfelves as his 
property, hence dutifully comply with their obligatiens to be 
employed for his pleafure and glory, in any way he fhall di- 
rect.— Nor are they inattentive to the obligations upon them, 
derived from the perfection and glory of his nature, which 
render him infinitely worthy to command the univerfe. They 
fubiit to the law, beeaufe they efteem it an infinite blefiiag 
to creation that it has fuch a glorious Being at its head— 
With fuch impreffions as thefe, it is no caufe of wonder, that 
all the inhabitants of heaven, and the well difpofed on earth, 
a cordially fubmit to reecive and obey the commands of 
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2. Submifion to God alfo refpe&is his providence. | The 
providence of God is his agency in preferving and man- 
azeing created things, carrying into effect ali lis counfels, 
and promoting the interefts of his kingdom, and the manifef- 
tations of his own glory, which is indeed the luprcome inter- 
ex of his creatures. The purpofes of God refpect all aGticns 
and things-—1e hath fore-ordained whatfuever comes to pals. 
His providence is executed with almighty power, fo that his 
counfel fhall ftand, and he will do all his pleafure. Submit - 
fion to this providence, is a cordialand confidential furrendery 
of ourfelves aid all our concerns, into bis hands, delighting in 
his fupremacy, and rejoicing that we may fiid fuch an one, 
to whom we may confide all that we value.—it ariies trom an 
approbation of, and a full confidence in the wifdom, power 
and goodnefs of Gad, to manage all concerns fer his glory, 
and the general good. Godhas power to controul and man- 
age creation, as the potter does the clay. He has wiidom to 
connect the whole into a fyftem fo that al! parts may move in 
harmony with each other, and in fubordination to the intere tt 
of the whole. And he has goodncfs of heart to adopt this 
for his object, and accemplifh it by the whole work of provi- 
dence. This his people bclieve—and where is the benevolent 
mind, which woud not rejoice to fee himfe]f, and all things, 
in fuch hands? Where is the belicver, who will net be con- 
foled under affl’Gtions, by the conlideration, that infsite 
wifdem and goodncfs dea! them out It is owing cnly to 
moral depravity, that there is any want of fubmiffion to diviue 
providence among men. 

3. Submiffien to God alfo includes fubmifion tohis grace. 
This is if poffible, beyond all other aéts of fubmiffion, the 
moft contrary tothe pride and haughtinefs of the corrupt 
heart. The grace of God is the gofpel falvation, confifting 
in the pardon and acceptance of the finner through Chrift, 
and communications of holinefs, for his fake only, made by 
the Holy Spirit. The pardonjof fin, through Chrift, is onthe 
greund, that weare fo vile and guilty, that God cannot re- 
mit, in the Jeaft, the penalties of his law, enly from refpect to 
Chrift, and that we are worthy of eternal vengeance and uni- 
verfal albhorrence, and muft. be beholdew to Chrift for the 
leaft favour. This is too es fer the pride of the 
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unfanétified ; and it is Mill more fo, becaufe it repreferts us 
{o vile and depraved ia our inelinations, that our return to 
Ged is adefperate matter, uniefs efiecied by the fovereion 
power of the ‘Holy Gheft. Whenany one fubmits to the 
grace of God, he treely confents tu be confidered and treated 
and pardoned, as a criminal, deferving enalefs wreth, and to 
be fo confidered forever ; and to be fixed as a pillar in the 
houfe of God—a living monument, to perpetuate the memo- 
ry of fuch grace, to the glory of Chrift: he cordially fubmits 
to this way of falvation, and preters it above all others which 
his imagination can invent. In fubmitting to the grace of 
Grod, he aifo fublcibes to this truth, that he is tee cori upt, e- 
ven to exercife any nan affection towards God or man, only 
as it is wrought in him, by the Spirit of God. ¢ cheer- 
sully places al! his dependence there, for holinefs and fanci- 
fication, and rejoices in this dependence, and is willing to 
have it forever known, through heaven and earth, that he ts 
by nature fo utterly corrupt, that he is indcbiecd to fpecial, 
diftinguifhing grace, for every thing in his heart and conduct, 
by which he differs from fuch as are condemned to everlaft- 
tng mifery. Submiffion to grace neceflarily implies decp hr. 
niility, and is avery different thing from merely withing to 
go unpu: nifhed. It implies an holy z adiniration of the gotpel, 
not only becaufe it faves finners, but becaule it fo eff: ctu: ally 
provides for their fanctifcation, ‘nde have free crace foap- 
parent in their falvation; to have Chritt fo exalied » ane the 
finner fo abafed, and the impreffion of ihis fo ¢ iFeéiualiy kept 
up forever in the view of the whole intelligent (yfiem, to the 
lory of the divine grace. ‘That heart is huible and benevo- 
leat, and delights more in the glory of God, than in his own 
praife, which can be pleafed with the grace of God. Such 
men can take pleafure in being fet up as fpectacles of mercy, 
that it may be forever faid by creatures, ‘See in the falva- 
tion of that hell-deferving finner, the Salas of God’s fire ee 
iuvereizn grace—fee how God has renewed him, nafiioned 
him, fanétified him, kept him, and glorified him, from a pure 
regard to his own glory, and the redempticn of Chrift.” 
How evident it muft be, that no hieenifiion either to the 
Jaw, providence or grace of God, can fubfift in an unrenewed 
foul. Nor can thete affeétions be perfe@, until the heart is 
Wholly conformed io God. Selfifhnefs, pride aud conformi- 
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ry te the fafhion of thi: world, are wholly inconfiftent with 
ju uiffizn to (.od. The heart muft be created anew, 
and taen the icul can repofe itfelt with comfort on the Lord. 

There are many conticerations, which are weighty motives, 
to imprefs on us the duty of tubmiufion to God. 

1. [ris shoge her inpoiiible to make any eff @ual oppofi- 
tion to his will, We can acver be fuccetstul in oppofing his 
adminiftrations, God is an all-fufficient ruler, and his crea- 
tures are too feeble to give any difturbauce ; fnould any one 
rife againft his law, and refule fubmiffion to bis authority, 
which alas! multitudes continue to dy ail their days, can they 
compel,him to repeal his law, or can they avoid its penaitv? 
Can we fly irom his wrath, or are we ftronger than he? By 
no means; the law will have its ch. &, ciither in our obedience 
or deftruciion. It is alfo zs impcffivle to defeat the cefigns 
of providence. We are in his hands, and ai! our concerns, 
and the evenis which refpeét us, are at his cifpofal. He has 
long fince fixed his defigns concerning us, and we cannot 
caute him to change his counfels. Ifhe intends us ficknefs, 
poverty or any Calamity, no refiftance, or went of fubmifite: 
on our part, can defeat his purpefes. Nor will any refift- 
ance of his grace be fuccefsful. We never can purfuade, or 
compel him, to make the terms of his gofpel more agreeable 
to our pride and corruptions, Wemay indeedin one fenfe re- 
fitt his grace forever ; we may reject it; but the srefiftence 
will be fatal. Since, therefere, we can make no fuceefsfu] 
refiftance againft our Maker, and fince all oppefition will in- 
creafe our guiltand ruin, itis madnefs to refift. 

2. But fubmiffisn to God in all thines, will be for eur e- 
verlafting welfare. By this fpirit we at once beeome at peace 
with all his adminiftrations. All things w:il then be in con- 
formity tocur moft earneit defires, or in other words, our moft 
earneft defires will coincide with all the purpofes and admin- 
iftrations of God. “ He fhail give thee the defires of thine 
heart.”? We fhall be at peace with him, and have confidence 
in him, in all things, and in all times. How comfortabie 
is fuch confidence in one, on whom we muft depend forever ! 

3. Submiffion to God is aduty which we owe him. His 
Jaws, providence and grace, are excellent in themfelves, and 
importants benefits to his creatures; there is nothing in thera 
but what is lovely and defirable; without them, creation 


would inevitably goto ruins To which of his laws ought 
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we not to fubmit? Ought we, his creatures, to wifh te be 
exempted from his authority? ks not creation infinicely in- 
debted to him for his providence? And fhould rot this world 
ding the praifes of his wonderful grace. Itis our unqueftion- 
able duty to fubmit, and we have caufe to rejoice, that his 
yoke is eafy, aad his burden light. | 

4. Another motive to fubmiffion, is the affurance, that God 
refifteth the proud, but giveth graceto the humble. He will 
give them free accefs to him, and frem his fulnefs they fhall 
receive and grace for grace.—He will take the entire charge 
of them upon himfelf. How impious it muft be to cavil at 
the holy and benevolent difpenfations of God. It proves want 
of conformity to his will and admonifhes men of the fatal 
end which awaits them. Let thofe, who refi the grace of 
God, confider, that they are oppofing the only hope of the 
world, oppofing him, who gave his life a ranfom for men, 
clofing the door of mercy,and fealing themfelvesovertethe award 
of law and juftice. Let fuch refle&, how important it is, — 
that they agree with their adverfary quickly, while they are 
in the way with him, left at any time their adverfary deliver 
them to the judge, the judge to the officer, and they be caft 
~ into that prifon from whence they fhall never efcape, till the 

have paid the laft mite. : 
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HARMONY or CHRISTIANITY. 
(Continued from page 272.) 
PART II. 
Experimental Religion. 


HRISTIANITY isa religion of the heart. It has its 
featin the views and affe€tions of the foul. “ With the 
heart man believeth unto righteoufnefs.” 

This however is not peculiar to Chriftianity. It is true 
ef all other religions believed and practifed by men. “ Out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth fpeaketh.”” The 
words and actions of men are the expreffions of the heart.— 
All religion, whether true or falfe, is founded there. 

As the ftate of the heart refpecting religion, influences the 
practice, fo it receives its moral quality from the nature of 
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the affections. In the votaries of falfe religion, the affe&ions 
are excited by religious conceptions which are falfe, or partial 
and unjuft. 

The religion of the bible is eflentially different from al! o- 
thers, im many particulars at prefent we netice that which 
follows. 

All other religions of which we have any knowledge, pre- 
fent a private or perfonal good, as the obje& of purfuit and 
enjoyment. 

Chriftianity prefents, to thofe who embrace it, that happ 
nefs which is founded in the views of the higheft mae 
and felicity of the moral fyitem. ‘T’o behold this, be active in 
promoting it, and enjoy it, is the higheft felicity of a genuine 
Chriftian. The view already taken of doétrinal Chriftianity, 
clearly eftablifhes this truth. 

The manifeft contrariety between Chriftianity and other 
religions, in this particular refpect, to mention no ether at 
prefent, accounts for fome of the obvious appearances among 
men. 

Falfe religion is agreeable to the depraved heart of man, as 
it harmonizes with his felfifh affections. 





Genuine Chriftianity is oppofed to all fuch affedtions, and " 
adapted only to thofe which embrace the public good, and are My 
{piritual, fupernatural and divine. 4, 


The objeéts relifhed and purfued by felfifh men, excite a« 
verfion and difguft to the fpirit of Chriftianity, and what 
Chriftianity taftes and enjoys is difagreeable to the depraved, 
unfan&tified heart. The truth of thefe obfervations is evident 
from the doétrines which have been ftated, from many fcrip- 
tural declarations, and from the hiftory of man. We thal 
therefore proceed to mention a few leading branches of expe- 
rimental religion, as they exift in the hearts of good men, in 
agreement with each other, and with deftrinal Chriftianitys 
of al regeneration may be cenfidered as the befis. 

- Reconciliation 1o God.“ ‘The carnal mind is enmity : 
in God.’ All its moral exercifes are of this defcription, A 
in their tendency and ifflue. They are the varicus modifi- 
cations of felfifh affe@tions; hence the Deity, viewed as oppo- 
fed to their wicked purpofes, and determined to punidh fin, is 
the object of their averfiua. 
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Indeed, finners at eafein Zion, and under t!- fmiles of 
profoerity, often think that they love Ged; having forme con - 
viction that their prefperity is from him, they are ple 
for “ finners love thofe who Jove them.” Bet ina reverte of 
circumnftances, they repine, ard incf? & call him a hard maf- 
ter; and when the wicked are enlichtened by the Spirit of 
God, fo as to perceive their danger a.d that God is angry 
with them and difrofed to punifh them, for their f'ns, it is 
common for their hearts to rife aza‘ift God, and thev are 
full of the fenfible exercifes of er inity againft him, becaufe he 
as oppofed to their finful courfe, and, as they believe, is deter- 
mined to punifh therm. 

This is abundantly evident from numerous cafes; where 
the agency of the divine Spirit produces, in the confciences 
of finners, that conviction of fin and darger which is ufualiy 
previous te regeneration, as is known to all who have been 
converfant with perfons under what has been commonly ca!'- 
ed a preparatory “work of the Spirit. Hence we learn the 
abfolute neceflity of a change of heart in the finner, in order 
to any right airections. 

“ Except a man be born agrin he cannot fe the kingdom 
ef God.” The heart mut be “circumcifed to know the 
Lord,” and the law of God written in it, or it will never dif- 
play the graces of Chriftianity. 

Reconciliation to God, prefuppofes the renewing agency 
of the Holy Spirit, as do all Chriftian graces: this implies | a 
eonviétion of the real chara¢ier of God, as a holy and infi- 
nitely perfeét being ;—=f th, perfeSt:ors of his government 
over man, and that it is ni he fhouX! wo what he will with 
hisown. It alfo implies a conviGien that eur oppelition to 
God is totally ivexculable, and that he is righteous in the 

unifhment of our tranfgreffions, according to his chreatening. 

This conviétion is attended with a fenfe of heart of the fpirt- 
tual beauty of his character, and the mo.al perfe€tion of his 
government, foucded ina firm belief of the truth and divinity 
ef his word. 

In fuch views of divine obje&s, the mind refts in Ged, 2s 
an infinite good, and worthy of the moft profound adoration. 
His moral and providential government appear to a mind thus 
affected, to be divine, and worthy of the moft cordial appro- 


bation, and of fubmiffion and obedience from all, 
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The finner thus reconciled to God, judges and condemns 
himfelf for all his oopotition. He juitifies the divine govern- 
mentin its @ommands, threatenings and retribuitons, and 
defires to berorever devoted to the favour and fervice of God, 

2. This reconciliation involves repentance towards God, 
even “repentance which is to falvation not to be repented of.”’ 
It correfponds to the moral perfection of the divine charac 
ter and government, as exifting in the mind. He views 
perfonal tranfyreffiens with averlion and felf-abafement, and 
approves the condemnation of the guilty, While to be par- 
doned, fanétified and reftored to the favour and enjoyment 
of God, is viewed as the greateft conceivable difplay of rich 
and jovercign grace. 

3. Juiti‘ying faith is connected with repentance and recon 
ciliation to God, and is highly effential in experimental 
Chriftianity. “Vhis contifts in a belief of the gofpel, found- 
ed on the teftimony ef God concerning Jefus Chrift, as me - 
diater between God and man; a cordial acquicfeence in the 
gofpel method of falvation, and humble truft in Chrift for acs 
ceptance with God. 

According to the gofpel, thofe wha believe in Chrift are 
fo united to him that they are confidered and treated by God 
as his feed and treated to the greateft favours on his account; 
and as a teftimony of the Father’s good pleafure in him, they 
are pardoned and juftificd, and made heirs of eternal life thro’ 
him. | 

This faith implies all which has been mentioned as_ con - 
tained in reconciliation to God, and repentance for fin. Ie 
agrees to the doé@trines of the mediation and atonement of 
Chrift, and to that of the finner’s ftate of condemnation ii 
himelf, and his perifhing need of fuch a Saviour. 

It illuftrates and confirms the doétrine of regeneration, 
re of the free and fovereign grace of God in the falvation of 

ners. 

Regeneration is known by the effects produced. Thefe 
effects are thofe Chriftian experiences which have been meu- 
tioned, together with all other graces of the Spirit. 

This truth is illuftrated by our Saviour, in the parable of 
the fower, in his fimilitude of the yood tree and the evil one 
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and their refoective fruits; for as ali trees produce their own 
proper fruit and not that of another, even fo the fpirit of the 
world and the {pirit of Chriffianity produce their different 
and oppolite effe&is fn the hearts and lives of their refpective 
fubjedis. 

The immediate eff2@ produced in the heart by regenera~ 
tion 1s an enlarged ard fublime {pirit,a mind inclined | to pur’ 
fue the good of the moral fyhtenss in diftin&tion from all felfith 
and peérfonal objects, and to reft in that good as its portion. 

This is exemplific ed in all the graces of Chriftianity. In 


the view of the fulnefs of God, it is fupreme love to him and 


approbation of his government. in the contemplation of our 
own charaéter, it is repentance and humility. Refpecting 
the gofpel, it is divine faith. As it terminates on the people 
of Gad, it is brotherly love ; to the miferable it is mercy; to 
the afflicted it is pity ; to the wicked it is forrow and good 
wifhes ; to enemies it is forgivenefs and prayer for their beft 
good. Under divine chaftifements it is humility and fubmif- 
fion; in affliction and diftrefs it is fubmiffive patience ; in dan- 
ger it is humble confidence in God ; in profperity it is thamk- 
ful joy in divine goodnefs; in the sffliction of others it ts 
fympathy and prayer; in their profpérity it is joy, and the 
good becomes common. 

[n iio oun lating the bleffed and holy exercifes of heaven 
and the emptiness and vanity of earth, is is weanednefs from 
tie waite and heavy enly mindednefs, In the contemplation 
of our own vilenefs and the excellency of divine things, it is 
ardent longing for conformity to God. 

In view of his infinite ful nefs, and of human guilt and no- 
thingnefs, of the univerfal and ‘pert eovernment of Gcd, 
and that the final iflue of all prefent evil will’ be good, that 
the wrath of man fhail ptaite the Lord, and that he will re- 
ftrain the remainder of wrath, it is rejoicing in God. This 
hap pV exerciieé which is begun by faints on earth, will be 
comlere and eternal in heaven. 

Enough has been faid on experimental religion, te fhew 
its confiftence with itfelf, the harmo ny of its parts with each 
other, and with the doétrines of Chriftianity. We proceed, 
laftly, to confider the leading branches of practical religien, 
and mark their agreement with each other, and with Chrifti- 
anity as it exifts in the doctrines of the bible and the axperi- 


ence of Chriftians. 
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PART III. 


Pra&ical Christianity. 

THE pesers duties of Chriftianity evince the tendeney 
of its détrines ; they exemplify the inward exercifes of expe- 
rimental reli zion, and they conte in keeping the command- 

4 of God. 

The do&trines of the bible concerning that original, ‘adie 
pendent and eternal being, prefent him to the mind as pof- 
fef{-d of infinite moral perfection, the creator and proprietor 
of the world and of man, the rightful Lord of all, end the 
only proper object of all religious worthip and phees ation, and 
worthy of unreferved obedience and fubmiffion from his crea- 
Cures. 

Exnerimental Chriftianity clearly fupports the do€trines 
re{p: ing the fulnefs of God, and his relations to man, and 
the Atnefs of bis untverfa! government. 

Practical Chriftianity confilts in the exhibition of this doc- 
trine in acourfe of actions conformed to the divine com- 
mands. It is the expreffion of the heart in the exiernal acts 
of divine worfhip, and in keeping God’s commands. 

It confifts in doing that which the doctrines of {cripture 
and the experience of good men agree in eff rting ought to 
be done. The commands of Chriftianity are its doctrines and 
the experiences of Chriftians, clothed in the garb of divine 
authority, a conformit: to the fe is practical Chr cnet 

Divine faith is ane ffential pare of experimental Chri ftiani- 
ty; it refts.on the feripture dofrine of rede motion by Chrift, 
In praGtice it is the work of faith and labour of love. Fuith 
overcomes the world, and teaches the belicver to live above 
it, and have his converfation in heaven while he dwelleth on 
the oe 

The genuine Chriftian “ looketh not at the things which 
are teen, b ut at che things which are not feen.’ 

he doGrines of Chr: fianity uniformly teach that the ho- 
nour of God and the beft good of his kingdom, ought to re- 
gulate our actions and purtuits, in diftinction from all private 
and perfanal confiderations.. And is it not true that the real 
Chrifian « looketh not on his own, but the things which are 
Jefus Chrift’s ?” and “ doeth to others as he weuid thar others 
thould do to him?” and doth not“ the grace of God whigk 
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b:ingeth falvation teach the fubjeéts of it to deny all ungod- 
linefs and worldly lufts, and to live foberly, righteoufly and 
godly in the prefent woild ?” 

The holy fcriptures abundantly teach us that it will avail 
nothing to the falvation of the foul to “ call Chrift Lord, 
Lord, if we do not the things which he fays.” 

The duties of Chriftianity correfpond_ to our varicus rela- 
tions to God and man, and are the external expreffions of 
thofe internal emotions and affcCtions which cenftitute expe- 
rimental Chriftianity. 
: [ Zo be continued. | 
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The following REASONS were affigned by areclaimed Infidel 
Sor renouncing Deifm and embracing Chriftianity. 


t. HAT I never faw, heard or read of any man, wo- 
man or child that was reformed, either in whole or 
in part, by embracing the principles of Deifm. 

2. That I have known hundreds; and heard of thoufands, 
who have been reformed by embracing Chriftianity. 

3 That I have known induftrious and fober men, who by 
imbibing the principles of Deifm, almoft inftantly became 
defperately wicked, and in many inftances dangerous mem- 
bers of civil fociety. 

4. That I have known fome Deifts, and many fcoffers at 
religion, {peedily and effectually turned from the moft aban- 
doned practices, by the preaching of the gofpel, to a life of righ- 
teoufnefs, which fhewed itfelf by fobriety, induftry, charity, 
brotherly kindnefs and univerfal philanthropy. 


S That I do not recolle& ever hearing but one Deift pro- 
fefs really to believe in a future ftate of rewards and punifh- 


ments. 
6. That I never met with a man, who profeffed to be a 


real Chriftian, but what built his principal hopes upon the 


reality of a future ftate. 
7. That I cannot, in all the Deiftical writings, find any 


law to prevent wickednefs, or encourage virtue, with rewards 
and punifhments annexed therete. 
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8. That in fcripture all the crimes that man can poffibly 
commit are, under the fevercft penalties, forbid, and every 
poffitie virtue inculcated and cncouraged, by promifes of eter- 
nal and exceeding great rewards. | 

y. 1 have known fome Deifts, and read of many, who, as 
the apparent point of death, were feized with tie moft bor - 
rible defpair, uttering the moft bitter refeQions againft them. 
flves for their total neglect of thofe duties eoumanded in 
the gofiel. But who ever heard or read of a Chriflian at 
the hour of death, defpatring of the mercy of God, becaufe 
he hadall his lifetime rejected Deifm, and fhunned the com- 
pany of its profeflors ? Or even when long, ficrce difezfes 
had fhaken the nervous fyftem, and raging fevers inflamed 
the blood, have they ever been fu far deranged as to with 
they had never been born, for not rejecting the Bible as a 
wicked and mifchievous impofition on the human race ? 








REFLECTIONS 
Of a Youth once diffalute, breught te serious Confideration. 


HAT is human lite? Whata f{ceéne of confufion and 
diforder ? What tumults and anxieties-are its atter- 

dants? What troublee—what calamities accompany it ? How 
momentary are its enjoyments How precarious are its plea- 
fures ? How replete with wretchednefs ?—-What broils and 
commotions diftraGt mankind? How are they involved in 
war and contention ? The hiftory of the human race is ftain- 
ed with defcriptions of blood-fhed and flaughters - To a re- 
fic&ing mind, the world exhibits a picture cf mifery : it pre- 
fents few fcenes whichare pleafing. The man of obfervation 
traees the footfteps of uneafinefe and trouble, in almoft all the 
ways of men. Upon a review of my own life, I find it te 
have been a feries of anxiety and difcontent. Although I 
have fhared largely in what are called the pleafures of life, 
although my time has been devoted to riot and amufement 
yet | have always been a ftranger to real fatisfaction and en- 
joyment. The pleafures Pray have not afforded me thas 
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fatisfa&tion which | expeéted.—! do not meet with fucer fs in 
my endeavours to obtain happinefs. “The world proves falic, 
It allures only to deceive ; it charms, to afflict 5 it captivates 
to torment. The enchanting appearance of vice has cne 
groffed my attention, while its “effoéts have rendered me un- 
happy. . I have been a votary of vice: and the revels of ée- 
bauchery were my only fources of pleafure. Deluded mor- 
tal! I cannot refle@ upon my patt life, without the keeneft 
fenfations of regret. Every part of it has bcen a fcene of the 
moft finful diffipation. Vice his been my bofom companion. 
{t reigns in my very nature. [t has alienated my breatt 
from every focial feeling. It has rendered me cailous to the 
tender feelings of humanity, and deaf to the calls of diftrefs. 
It has obliterated every principle of benevolence, and corrup- 
ted every fympathetic emotion, It has dried the fountains 
of rational pleafure, and opened the fources of mifery.—-} can- 
not expect happinefs, when I live contrary to the plain dic- 
tates of reafon and common fenfe.* I mufi either relinguifh 
my prefent courfe of conduct, and feck happinefs in forme 
other way; or determine to be wretched. My own feelings 
coincide with ‘the affertion of f{cripture, that “the way of 
tranfzreflors is hard. 

lam informed, that a virtuous courfe of conduct will alone 
make me happy. My own experience evinces, ihit a con- 
dcioufnefs of internal rectitude is the greatetl fource of en- 
joyment. Virtue has charms peculiar to herfeli. She at- 
tracts, but'not to difguft. She beams a delight upon all who 
come within reach of her rays. She calms the boifterous 
paflions; but gives energy to every noble fentiment. With 
maternal kindnefs, fhe wipes the tear of dftre(s, and cherifh- 
es the difconfolate under the burdens of life. in the cup of 
affliétion fhe mingles the draught of confolation, and pours 
the balm of comfort into the wounded bufim. She fuppurts 
in adverfity, and tempers in profverity.x—She difocis the 
gloom of anxiety from the mind of her votery, makes it the 
receptacle of every generous fentiment, and is a fource of ra- 
tional enjoyment. Her votaries are d:itinguifhed for a peace 
of mind, and ferenity of countenance, which never grace the 
perfon of the debauchee. They r:eficct upon the pat, without 
regret, and anticipate the future, without fear. Their whole 


lives are checkered with a variety of the moft pleating fcencs. 
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Jhetr conduct is the effeét of the pn sreft motives ard the 
nobleit ee ntion. “bhey adrmniiler relief to the difconfo 

late, and affoid prote¢tion to thote who need if. Seciivete is 
ere in contequence of : heir pious exertions. The vir- 
tuous part of inackingd, are the ornament anc fupport of the 
conmunity. With the #rictett pro priety they are denomi- 
nated “¢ the altofiheearth.” Vice blufhes in their prcience, 
and ackaowled ses her inability to make men happy. 

Such are the cff-4s of virtue, that ioft to his own intereft 
mut be that man, who docs not embrace it. The life of 
the virtuous, and that of the vicieus man, form a perfeét 
contraft, While the former is hap; py in doing acts ef muni- 
ficience, the latter is mifcrabie in endeavouring to happify 
himfelf. The one has a fountain of enjovment in his own 
brealt, the other a fountain of mifery. Such being the dif- 
ferent conditions of the virtucus and vicicus man, fhall I 
anv Jonger be the companion of the latter? Is it not time to 
renounce my prefent courfe of conduct, whick jeads directly 
to ruin, and puriue one which will tend to make me happy? 
The pieafures of fenfe no longer afford me fatisfaction. — I 
am fick of a vicious life. Befides I have ftill- more urgent 
motives for living avirtuous life. here is a future ftate.— 

After all my endeavours to difbelieve Chrifiianity, and exer- 
tions to bring it into difrepute, it {till is, and will remain 
a reality. —Has not my paft diffacliafaiiiehe rather from a wifh 
to have it a falfehood, than from a convi@tion that it is? Is 
it not, at leaft, difingenuous to reject a fyfiem as falfe, which 
comes with fo much evidence as that does, till L have more 
thoroughly examined it? But whenever b have examined it, 
I have been more ecretly convinced of its truth; fe much 
fo, that I can have no doubt of its being a reality. It comes 
with all the evidence I can rationally ‘will: ; and to reject it 
in the face of fo much te timony, iS arrogance, is unreafona- 
ble. If then the Chriftian fyftem is true; if the wicked will 
be punifhed, while the rahanien will be rewarded ; what 
will be my condition ia a future world? Can I Sipe the 
sppramete of my maker, when [I live contrary to his eom- 
mands? I certainly cannot. I cannot efcape the awful re- 
tributions of eternity. I muft die. I de not expec exemp- 
¢ion from what is common to mankind. Death is an im- 
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portant change; it will induct me into an unknown worle— 
into an untried ftate of exiftence. The clofing fcene of life 
will be interefting. When 1 am ftretched upon the bed of 
death, when the phyiictan has bidden me adieu, and my friends 
are watching for the parting gafp; what will be the fituation 
of my foul ? Shall 1 then look forward with joy, or with for- 
row, into the unknown world ? How fhall { then w:fh that 
I had lived the life of the Chriftian ? How fhall I wifh for 
his Jamp to illume my path into the invifible ftate of being? 
But if, on entering the world of fpirits, I fhould find thar I 
am loft forever,Jwhat rendiug thoughts will agonize my tor- 
tured mind ? How fhould | wifh that I had never been barn? 
With what curfes fhould I load my exiftence ?—My prefcnt 
life is fhort ; when compared with that which fucceeds, it is 
buta point. I[t is but the morning of my exittence. I fhall 
foon be houfed in rhe grave, and my foul appear before the 
tribunal of heaven, to receive a fentence for eternity. 

Thefe are realities. ‘They are not the fictions of an idle 
fancy, or the whims ofa difordered brain. They are fcenes, 
which will be infinitely important; and to negleé&t prepara - 
tien for them, indicates an awful degree of infenfitility. To 
prepare for death, ought to be the great bufinefs of the living. 
I am now beginning the career of human life. tam com- 
mencing a courfe of action, which will be followed by ever- 
Jafting confequences. Upon my conduét in the prefent 
world, depends my felicity in another. And how infinitely 
important, that it be fuch as to meet the apprebation of my 
Judge? The Saviour of the warld told ene who came to 
him, that he could not be faved, unlefs he was born again. 
The practice of vice will inevitably land me in the worid of 
defpair. I muft change my ceurfe of condudt, or perifh for- 
ever. Ihave every inducement to live a virtuous life. My 
peace and comfort in the prefent world require it, and ever - 
Jafting happinefs or mifery willbe the confequence cf my con- 
duét here. If I relinquifh the paths of vice, and betake my- 
felf te the practice of virtue, I fhall never have occafion to 
lament it. Not an inftance occurs in the long annals of hif- 
tory, of one who regretted that he had lived a virtuous life. 
But thoufands of the wicked have gone out of the world with 
the moft painful reflections, wifhing that they had lived the 
life of the Chriflian. Iam convinced that true religion, if I 














Sauflificd Mflifttons. 297 


can attain it, will carry me through life in peace, She will 
enable me to bear up azainit its troubles, will approach the 
bed of my laft ficknef:, inform me thatmy pangs are but for 
2 moment, and willigbtenimy path into the world of glory. 


Such being the bleffed effets of a virtuous life, both in 
this, and a future world ; I will no Jonzer tread the deftruc- 
tive paths of vice. I will.renouace a wicked world, and dee 
vote mvfelf to the fervige of iny God. I fhall delight in the 
ways of virtue, becaufe “ they are ways of pieafantnefs and 
peace.’ I tha!l not envy the debauchee his unlawtul pleas 
fures, nor wifh to be a partaker in his vices. Of the innoe 
centamufements of life may partakeas largely as he, and fhall 
enjoy them with a better reisfh. But, knowing that vice 
leads directly to ruin, I fnall not have cccafion to regret, that 
I cannot win at the gaming table, revel in debauchery, and 
be the firft in mightnight caroufals ; but rejoice, that I have 
fomething, whieh wil affurd me more permanent fatisfadtion 
in this world, and fecure me eternal felicity tn another.— 
With thefe profpeéts in view, I fhall pafs through life agree- 
ably, I fhall clofe it in peace; [ fhali make my entry into the 
ward of fpirits with joy, and my arrival wilibe haiied by the 
acclamations of the biefled. 

HENRICUS, 





cate ens : ae 








SANCTIFIED AFFLICTIONS. 


POST ATE man is born unto treuble, as the fparke 
fy upward, This is thelanzuase of imfpiration, ardit 
is tac language ofexperience. While Gad is daily conter- 
ring favours upon us, he is at the fame time bearing conftant 
teftimomy againft our fins, by giving to us the cup of furrow. 
D:fagpointed hones, loffes, pains and natural death, muft be 
endured byman. While rofes are fcattered by the fide of his 
path through life, thefe rofes are found to grow on thorns — 
The prefent ftate is every way fuited to be a ftate of difap~ 
pointment and trial te man. 
It ought to be our conftant endeavour to derive benefit 
from our affliGions. If they be fanctified to us, as they are 
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to all God’s people, we fha!l be enabled to fay with the me Re)? 
ift, Tt 2s good for me that I have been affiiéted, that fw alt learn 
thy statutes. This pious man found nis troudles operating 
for his fpiritual and everlafting gocd. He was excticd by 
them to learn Ged’s ftatutes, or to ftucy and obey his s revealed 
will. Divine truth became fweeter than honey to his tafte, 
His love to God’s charaer, law, government and grace, was 
increafed, and he was engaged to run the way of his com- 
mandments with the greater delight. 

It is the defign of the prefent effay to enquire when it can 
be faid that our affiGtions or triale work for our good, or whea 
they are fan@tified to us? This fubdjieét is interetting to ail 
who are in this vale of tears ; and mu(t engage the ferious at- 
tention of all who love God. The humble and the patient 
children of forrow are prepared to receive inftruction ona 
fubjecét which conftantly occupies their thoughts, and furnifhes 
matter for daily felf-examination. 

The fubject is very copious; and nothing more will be at- 
tempted i in this effay, than to colle& and bring into view fome 
ef the principal evidences of fanét fied afflitions. 

I. Qur affliGions pramote our beft good, when we acknow- 
ledge and adore the hand of God ia bringing them upon us. 

God is the univerfal Creatog, All creatures and ev ents, 
both in the natural and the moral world, muft be, par forever 
remain under his government. If creatures could hold their 
exiftence of themfelves, they would become independent of 
God, and might controul his defiens. 

To fuppofe any part of the creation to be freed from the 
divine government, would be attended with the fame abfurd 
confequences. If any part of the creation could govern it- 
feif, that part mage fet upa claim in oppolition to the defigns 
of Jehovah, and defeat his purpofes, in giving birth te crea - 
tures. Some contend that God maintains a general provi- 
denee, but not a particular one, over the works of his band; 
and reprefent it as beneath the dignity of the infinite mind, to 
regard the minute parts of creation. But Jet fuch perfois 

aonfider, that a general providence implies the government of 
all the particular things of which it is compofed, and that all 
parts of the divine plan are connected, and therefore a denial 
of a particular providence goes toa denial, that God governs 
the world. ‘There is aconneCtioa between the opening of a 
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flower and the rife of a nation, and the dire&tion of a mote 
and the gall of 3 an en ipire, which is difcerned in the divine 
mind.” “Ehough fuch knowledve is too high for us, it is not 
to9 hig aD for the mind ot Je -hoveh 1, and hei ehtens the ideaof his 
infinice ereatnefs, when we confider higg as governing ail crea- 
tures and events, both great and fmall, we. may difcover fome- 
thing of that plory; which demands our admiration and praife. 

ir ts abundantly revealed in the holy {criptures, that the evils 
which mea endure, are infl wed by divine providence. Amos 
iii. 6. “ Shall there be evil ina city and the Lord hath not 
done ic??? Lam iti. 38. “ Out of the mouth ef the Vott 
Hizh proeeedeth not cvil and good?” It is unneceflary ta 
fpend time in proving a doctrine which 1s found tn almoft 
every page of the infpired volume. If it were a faci, that our 
troubles were the fruit of acc:dent or chance, or blind fate,we 
muit be inconfolable under them. But we are certain, that 
* AiA:étion cometh net forth of the duff, neither doth trouble 
{pring out of the ground.” 

We may be rationally convinced that the evils which we 
endure proceed from the hand of God; and yet we may prac= 
tically refufe to acknowldge and adore his agency. There is 
a wide difference, in the prefent cafe, between acknow ledging 
and murmuring, and acknowledging and adoring. “The for- 
mer condu& chara@erifes the wickcd, the latter chara@ieriles 
the righteous. What avaft difference was there between the 
acknowledgment which Pkaraoh paid to Jehovah, from that 
which was paid by Mofes? Pharaoh was compelled to ace 
knowle dge the hand of gnc in bringing the plagues upon 
Saale but while he made this confcfion, hissheart rofe up 

ainft the church of Ifrael and their €s0d. Motes acknow- 
ledged the divine hand in bringing judgements upop the E- 
gyptians and the ifraelites, and at the fame time he adored or 
reverenced him who was revealing his wrath againit the dif- 
ebedient. The devils acknowledge the exificnce of the only 
living and true God; but in the moment of the confeffion, 
tr 


the “y emble with horror, and are filled with pain. All the 


godiv have a pleating belief in the divine government, in the 
waft tr ing feato: 1s, and rejoice in a hi zher or lower degree, 
in the dominion of infinite wifdom and love. They fee the 
hand which is ftretched gut in a way of correction as well as 


in away of mercy. 
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As David was ficeing before his fon Abfalom, Shimet came 
forth and curfed him. He caft ftones and durt at David and 
all hig army. Abithai one of David's generals faid unto the 
king, “why fhould this dead dog curfe my lord the king. 
Let me go over I praysthee, and take off his head. And the 
king faid, what have I to do with you, ye fons of Zeruiah; fo 
Jet him curfe, becaufe the Lord faid unto him, curfe David. 
= then fhall fay, why haft thou done fo?” (2 Sam. xvi. 9, 
ro. 
When Job’s fubftance and children were taken from him 
in one day, he faid, * The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away, bleffed be the name of the Lord.” (Job i. 12.) 
The Apoftle faithin Heb. xii. g, “ Furthermore we have 
had fathers of our flefh which correé&ted us, and we gave them 
reverence, fhall we not rather be in fubjeCtion to the Father 
of Spirits and live?”’? From thefe inftances, with many more 
which might be adduced, it is evident that pious men ac~ 
knowledge and adore the divine hand, in laying the load upon 
them. If when we are afflifted, we eventually find our minds 
driven further from God, and a cheerful acknowledgement 
of his chaftifing hand, we have juft caufe to be alarmed with 
ourfelves. But let us not conclude in a moment when we 
firft enter into the furnace of affliGtion, that God hath forfa + 
ken us, becaufe we have not that lively fenfe of his perfeétion 
and his providence which we may have had heretofore. If 
we find within ourfelves, that amidft all the tumult and dark- 
nefs of qur minds, we have a fixed determination to truft in 
God though he flay us, we thall find {2me encouragement to 
hope that hereafter light will break in upon our minds, and 
that the prefent fcourge will yield the peaceable fruit of righ 
teoufnefs. 

So Jong as we look no higher than fecond caufes te find 
the author of our troubles, we fhall pay no homage to God 
and fhal! murmur at his dealings. Let the heart be placed 
upen the perfect chara&ter and government of the Moft High, 
and we fhall be {titled from complaining of our lot, and fhall 
with Mofes, Job, David and other faints, beth in the Old 
Teftament and in the New, feel a holy reverence towards 
him, who is pleafed to chaftife us. No affli&tion for the 
prefent is joyous, but grievous ; but when it is fanGified, i¢ 
produces a peace and a joy, to which the men of this world 
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| are ftrangers. All things work together for goed to them 
that love God, and the light and momentary afflictions of this 
life, will work for them a far more excecding and eternal 
weight of glory in the world to come. 

I]. It is good for us to have beem under the rod, when we 
are led toa clear difcovery of our fins, and a cordial acknow- 
ledgement of the divine juftice and wifdom in our chaftife - 
meat. ‘ I know,O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and 
that thou in faithfulnefs haft affiéted me.” ‘The eyes ef the 
pious Pfalmift, were opened more clearly than ever upon his 
fins,and he felt that God was perfectly ju&t in the prefent 
affiiétion. 

Job faith in his addrefs to the Lord near the clofe of his 
long and heavy trials, “1 have heard of thee by the hearing of 
the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee ; wherefore I abhor 
myfelf and repent in duft and afaes.”” Obferve the language 
ef the faithful while Jerufalem lay in ruins, and its inhabi - 
tants were either flain by the fword, or gone into captivity. 
“ Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the pu - 
nifhment of his fins? Let us fearch and try our ways, and 
turn again to the Lord.” ‘The penitent Jews, after their 
return from Babylon, confefled that God was juft in all that 
he had brought upon them, that he had done right and that 
they had done wickedly. 

The primitive Chriftains, while they were in bonds. and 
imprifonment, and were expofed to meet death in its moft 
dreadful forms, had a deep imprefiion that they were among 
the chief of finners, and theught themfelves honoured by bes 
ing accounted worthy to fuffer fhame for Chrift’s name. 

Even Chriftians have but a {mall degree of knowledge of 
the depravity of their hearts, and the fins of their lives, until 
they are called to pafs through fome painfultrials. Profperity 
is apt to lul} the mind te fleep, to abate its devotion, to flac- 
ken its watchfulnefs, and to throw a languor over all its exer 
tions, How natural is it for us to fay, when owr mountain 
feemeth to ftand ftrong, that we fhall never be moved, or that 
adverfity will never overtake us? When Chriftians are in- 
dulging this frame, they are preparing the way, to mect with 
fome difappointment, worldly lefs or bereavement, or to be 
{courged in their own perfans. When God is pleafed to 


aMiG them, they will be coufed to felf-cxaminatier apd pr ay~ 
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er, They will not pretend to the knowledge of all the rea- 


— fons, why’ Godis now contending with them, but they will 


fee enough in themielves to difcover to them the fituels, the 


_ neceffity, and the juftice of the grefent red. 


Inftead of wondering that they are taken in hand by the 
prefent ecrrection, théy will rather wonder that they have 
efcaped fo long, and have enjoyed fo much profperity. Saith 
the patient Chriftian in his aMfli@tions, “ I am convinced that 
{ am a great finner ; and that I d: ferve all the exprefiiens of 
divine wrath againtt the wicked, in time and in eternity. 
How fhamefully have I sregetien God and been unmindful 
of the rock of my falvation? I have refufed to give God the 
throne in my heart, and have been fetting up idols there. J 
have fhamefully neglected to reverence God’s name and day, 
and have attended the‘ordinances of his heufe with coldre(s 
and indifference. I have not placed a juft value on the faith 
once delivered to the faints, and have not been valiant for the 
truth upon the earth, How unfaithful have I been in the 


_difcharge of the duties which I owe to my family, te the church 


and to the commonwealth? I have neglected to inftruét, coun- 
fel and warn thofe te whom I have had near accefs; and 
have faid to. them by my example, that religion isof no im- 
portance, andthat worldly glory conftitutes the happinefs of 
man. © What abundant caufe have I to mourn before God, 
that [have indulgea fo much malice towards my fellow 
men? that [ have been. fo unwilling to forgive my enemies? 


- and have been fo ready. to rejoice at their overthrow ¢ What 


impure thoughts have I indulged, and how much have I done 
to encourage the licentious in. their conduét? I have not main- 
tained the juftice, the mercy, or the truth which the divine 
law and the gofpel require, I have coveted my neighbour’s 
fubftance and enjoyments; I have envied his fuperior prof- 
perity and gifts, and have been difcontented with the place 
afigned me in the world. . 

“© How often have I defpifed the only Saviour of finful men? 
And fince I have been numbered among his followers, how 
unfaithful have I been to the duties of my hely profeffion ? I 
have folemnly engaged to view myfelf as my own no more, 
and to be wholly devoted to the Redeemer in life and in death. 
How cold have been my affeétions towards him, who is the 
grsat Immanuel, God with us? In how many ways have | 
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fought to fhua the crofs, and to enjoy the {miles of an ungod- 
ly world?) Chrift’s kingdom is of infinite worth, but I have 
refufed to promote its intereft as became me, and have fym- 
bolifed with the god of this world. I have abundant caufe for 
deeo humiliation, that I have abufed my mercies, and have 
been fo incorrigible under affli¢tions. Many promifes of a- 
mendment have I broken, and I have paid little regard re my 
covenant bonds. I might juftly be crufhed by the prefent rod, 
and becomea monument of God’s everlafting wrath. 1 fheuld 
have no juft caufe of complaint, were I deprived of all hopes, 
and doomed to dwell in the regions of eternal defpair. But, 
O thou God of grace ! fave me, I befeech thee | Correé&t me 
in meafure and in mercy. Let it be the fruit of this aiflictica 
to take away fin, and to prepare me for the fervice and enjoy- 
ment ef thyfelf forever!’”? When fuch are the breathings of 
the heart in a time of trouble, affliction is not fent in vain un- 
to the fubjedt. 

When God’s children are under the rod, they will be con- 
vinced of the wifdom, as well as the juftice of the prefent 
chaftifement. O Chriftian, is thy worldly fubftance taken 
from thee? Thou wilt be led to inquire, whether thy heart 
has not been too much placed upon it, and whether this ex- 
traordinary attachment has not rendered it neceflary that thy 
prefent lofs fhould be fuftained ? , 

Set thy affeGtions more abundantly on things which are a- 
bove, and be more engaged than ever in laying up a treafure 
in heaven. Haft thou met with ingratitude and unkindnefs 
from one of thy fellow creatures on whom thou haft conferred 
many benefits? Let this requital of evil for good ferve to 
teach thee the folly of trufting in an arm of ficfh, and engage 
thee to tru in the living God. Hait thou not fondly coated 
on the perfon who now feeks to pierce thee to thy heart? Iset 
the reception of evi! for good bring thy benevolence to the 
trial, and engage thee to imitate thy Saviour in the forgiye- 
nefs of enemies. Hath God takew from thee, by death, thy 
bofom friend, or the child of thy love? Afk thyfelf whether 
the deceafed had not taken the place of God in thy heart, and 
rendered the prefent blow a necefiary one for thy beft goed. 
Be affured that thou muft be divcrced from thy idols, or from 
God.’ And as thou art one of bis childrer, he will take from 


thee the object of thy idelatrous love. “Thy cafe would”be 
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deplorable indeed, if under thy bereavement thou couldft juftly 
fay with Micah, ** Ye have taken away my gods, and ‘what 
have I more ?”’ 

Art thou ina ftate of languifhment, or pain of body, and 
hatt thou wearifome days and wearifome nights appointed un- 
to thee ? Inquire whether thou wait not too confident of the 
continuance of health in former days, and whether thou watt 
not unchankful to him who was the heaith of thy countenance, 
Perhaps thou had fome favourite plan to accomplifh, and 
wait confident that thy ftrength and vigour would be conti- 
nued until thou hadit realized thy ftrong hopes, Is it not jutt 
and wife in God to convince thee of thy arrogant prefump- 
tion, by making thee to feel that thy breath is in thy nofrils, 
and that thou muft foon be laid in the grave ? Haft theu not 
caufe to blefs God that he is now teaching thee the vanity of 
this world, and exciting thee to ripen for the joys of a glo- 
rious immortality. 

We are inclined to fay, that fome other affliction would be 
better fuited to promote our beft good, than the prefent, and 
that fome other time would be a more fit time than the peri- 
od that was chefen. But how incompetent judges are we, 
what is wifeft and beft to bedone? If we were to be our 
own judges inthe prefent cafe, we would ftrive to pitch up= 
ona trial, and for a time of fuffering, which would lead usto 
aveid the crofs, and leave us ftrangers to our own hearts. 
We might, indeed, by planning for ourfelves, be involved in 
far greater difficulty than the prefent, and fink into defpair. 
God, who knoweth our particular frame and temper, beft 
knoweth when and how te try us, and how long to continue 
us under the rod. If wederive fpiritual benefit from the af- 
fictions which we endure, we fhall be humbled for our fins, 
and we fhall be ftill and know that the Lerd he is God. 
We fhall nolonger fay, any other trouble rather than the pre- 
fent, and any other time to endure it rather than the prefent; 
but we fhall fay, “ O Lord, thy will be done, both as to the 
kind and continuance of affliction. Oh, caufe me to adore thy 
juftice and thy wifdom, and humbly to implore thy mercy.” 

Thofe who make the knowledge of their hearts their ftudy, 
will not pafs through days of adverfity, without difcovering 
more than ever before their fins, and without viewing them 
in new points of aggravation. Sins which had been forgot -. 
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ren will be called to remembrance, and the aggravating cir- 

tnftanees which atrended them will rufh upon the mind. 
The bumbled penttent will now feel, thatthe divine juftice 
would thine with diftinguifhed brightnels | in his eternal cen- 
demnation, and will be excited with great and earneft impor 
tunity to implore the divine mercy. 


(To be continued. ) 





On tHE LIGHT or GOD’S COUNTENANCE. 


What is meant by the Light of God’s Countenance ? And what 
is implied in walking tn the Light of God’s Countenance ? 


T HES# are {cripture expreffions, and though figurative, 


are highly figmiicant. The metaphor is taken froma 
well known circumftence in kuman life, and applied to the 
Moft High. As the affeGions of mankind are pa'nted in their 
faces, by which they exprefs their favour or diflik ke, hence the 
index naturally and infenfibly becomes ufed to fiynify the 
thing indicated: fu that by a man of a {miling, or of a frown- 
ing countenance, we commonly mean a man + pis feels friend- 
fhip and pleafure at heart, or one who ts uafriendly and dif- 
pleafed. And becaufe men by their countenances exprefs 
their anger or rf Oves hence it is that when attributed to Gad, 
who is faid fomecimes to Iiit up the light of bis countenance 
upen his peop! ey at other times to hide his face er counte- 
nance, it fiynifies either his grace eand favour, or his angerand 
dj isleataen.” Thefe two, therefore, feem to be the leading 
and principal ideas ex; bref 4 by the light of God’s counte- 
nance, and which perhaps comp: ehend and include afl others, 
Viz, {piritual dir eétion, or instr-udiion, and {piritual comfort.— 


In the one view is fignified that peculiar, zracious, and com- 


placential regard, with which God beholds, approves and 
bleffes his covenant people, and in the other, the blefied en- 
joyment of God’s love aad favour, manifefted by the graces 
and benefits which he beftows. 

With refpect to walking in the light of God's countenance, a 
number of interefting particulars will be found contained ia 
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the fubject, as either expreffed er clearly implied inthe words- 
And 

1. To walk in the light of God’s countenance, implies de- 
liverance from felf-righteoufnefs, felf-dependence, and legal 
hopes. The character appears in every refpect an exact con- 
traft to that which is reprefented in the 50th of Ifaiah, “ Be- 
hold all ye that kindle a fire, that compafs yourfelves about 
with fparks ; walk ye in the light of your fire, and in the 
fparks that ye have kindled—this ye fhall have of mine hand, 
ye fhall lie down in forrow.”” How completely is the picture 
here reverfed. ‘This is perfeétly defcriptive of a felf-righte- 
ous charaéter,who thinks by the merit of his own righteoufnefs 
to atone for paft fins, and recommend himfelf to the favour 
and acceptance of God. And on this foundation he builds his 
confident hope of heaven and eternal happinefs. 

It is curious and inftructive to obferve how carefully and 
pointedly this paflage is worded to diftinguifh this chara&ter 
from the one who walks in the light of God’s countenance ; 
and efpecially to guard againft the idea of his having any, even 
the {mallet degree of fpiritual light—or that his exercifes are 
affected by any kind of fpecial or fupernatural divine agency, 
——but that they are his own—congenial with his corrupt na- 
ture—the proper, genuine fruits of his own carnal heart.— 
They kindle a fire, not God. They receive no fpiritual light 
from him. They compa/s themfelves about with fparks. “Walk 
in the light ef your fire.’ This is direétly oppofite to that of 
walking in the light of Ged’s countenance. As oppofite as 
darknefs to light, or the nature of the finner to the nature of 
God. The fire which they have kindled, fignifies their own 
fancied goodnefs, and inherent moral virtue, together with the 
fufficiency of their own natural reafon and underftanding.— 
This is blown up by their blind imaginations and wicked de- 
fires. At this fire they warm themfelves, and derive their 
fupplies of direétien and ftrength. Walking in the light of 
their own fire, means their practifing in conformity with their 
polluted con(ciences, mifguided;reafons, and corrupt inclina- 
tions. ‘The fparks with which they compafs themfelves, are 
emitted from the fire they have enkindled, and in the light of 
which they walk, and are of the fame nature. Thefe are their 
good works which flow from hearts of pride, and oppefition 
to God, With thefe they compafs themfelves on every fide. 
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They lay them thick around them, to guard their’confciences 
ae the conviétion of truth, and painful fenfations of guilts 
The contraft of chara€ter 1s kept un throughout, not only in 
the defcription of their conduét, ‘but of its confequences 
and final iflue. Inftead of being jultified, they are condemn- 
ed—initead of being blefled, they are aecurfed, and inftead of 
being received to glory, they will be crufhed down to hell, 
znd made the miferable monuments of God’s eternal ven- 
geancee=“ This flail ye receive of mine hand, faith the Lord, 
ve hall he down in forrow.” 

Such is the charaéter, ftate and end ’of all felf-rightecus 
perfoas, and felf-deceived hypocrites 5 and 1 have dwelt the 
junger upoa it, as it is an entire contraft of the character in 
coucemplation. Oppolites viewed in connection, fet off each 
other to better eee i and in a Clearer point of light— 
Let us now attend tu the counterpart, and draw the oppoliie 
picture, by this rule, that whatever is «ffentially contrary and 
difigreeing to the charaéter exprefled by walking én the light 
of thetr own frre, cflzutially belongs to that character iomeh 
(cd by walking in the dight ef God's comntenance.e Aud we 
are led to fee, “that ail thofe things which lie hidden, and un- 
dfcovered to the impenitept heart, are brought to view by the 
lizht of God’s countenance, and the teachiugs @f his Spirit. 
This is the nature ef light, to difcover real cbycéts, and not 
toconceal them. “ All things that are repraved, ar@ tnade 
manifeft by the light: far whatloever doth make manifeli, is 
jight. Wherefore he faith awake thou that Avepest, and a- 
te from the dead, and Chrift fhall give the light.” (Eph. 

13,14.) Here the impenitent fianer is reprefented as both 
shea and dead, and he muft awake and arife from the deed 
befure he can receive that light which Chrift gives. It is 
not the fleeping nor the dead who can fee. Deftitute of 
fpiritual life, they are ignorant of their own hearts, blind to 
their true characters, to the character of Ged, aud the Saviour, 
and hence, elated with pride, they build high towering hopes 
upon the fandy foundation of their own “righieoufnefs and 
trength, But the true believer hath not fo learned Chriit, 
nor himfelf,——-Truth difeovers error. The i gheef Ged’s 
countenance doth not conceal men’s OPA i i and wicked - 


wefs, but brings their moft fecret abominations to view as in 
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open day light, and fhews the finner to himfelf as a loft, 
guilty, helple is, and hell-deferving creature. Saith the Pfa)_ 
mift, thou hait fet our iniquities before thee, our fecret 
fins in the light of thy countenance.” A view of God ever 
ives us an humble fenfe of ourfelves.—The foul that is fpi- 
ritually enlightened, will freely own himfelf in the wrong, 
and God altoget! nerright. He will voluntarily acknowledge 
his nature to be total enmity againft God—that he never 
rendered any true obedience to his law—that in him natural- 
ly dwelleth no good thing—that he can make no atonement 
for the fmalfeft of his paft fins—can offer no juftifying righ- 
teoufnefs to God—that he is abfolutely dependent on free fo- 
vereign mercy, through the merits of Chrift, and has no o- 
ther roundation to pray for mercy, or hope fe  falvation. 
Every thing called fpiritual light, and affording {piritual 
initruction, teache Sy est enforces thefe things as divine truth, 
fo our former number, it was fhewn that God is a fun, and 
Chrift the light of the werld—that Chriftians from their re- 
sa in and moral likenefs to him, are alfo called the light of 
the world-—-that the word of God is light, and his command- 
ment a lamp; and his gofpel is, in the moft eminent fenfe, 
light, the moft glorious light that ever fhone upon our dark 
and benighted world. And they all join te manifeft thefe 
thingsand eftablifh them as divinely true. The Apoftle Paul 
fai th, “ | was alive without the law once ;”’ that is, he walk- 
ed in the light ef his own fire, and compafled bimfelf with 
the {parks of his own kindling.‘ But when the command- 
ment came fin revived, and I died.” Here was a final end 
of all his legal hopes, and pharifaical! righteoufnels. He faw 
him! felf utterly loft, pained and helplefs, and that nothing fhort 
f the righteoufaefs of Chrift, and the arm of God’s free fo- 
vercign mercy could fave him. ‘Tis is the glorious end 
and defizn of the gofpel, to exalt Ged, and humble man, that 
no flefh fhould glory inhis prefence. To this truth, all who 
alk in the light of God?s countenance will cheerfully fub- 
feribe. This has been the creed of the godly in ali ages.— 
And I am bold to fay, that there is not a real Chriftian on 
earth but what in the right underftanding of thefe do&rines, 
will freely and joyfully acknew! edge them the words of eter- 
nal life. They, whom God juftifies, doever condemn them- 
‘felves, andin the fame degree as we enjoy the light of God’s 
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countensnce, we fhall be Wiled with felf lozthirg and albor- 
rence. ITnefe were the humbling vicws of Job, in ihe Gear 
manifefiat ~~ of Ged’s glory and grac:cus prelence a i 
have head of thee by the he aring of ine ea but new mine 
eye feeth thee ; wheref re) abpey mye! iy and repent #8 Guilt 


and affies,”’ So the Prophet Habs: kuk _ = When I hea: Uy 
my belly trembled ; my livs quivered at the voice: roliennefs 
entered into m v bones, and [ trem'jed in myfelf.” And the 


Apotle Pak >; “This ts a faltiful, faving, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave hie 
ners, of whom I am chief.” 

An anecdote related by Mr. Rut herford, i is in point, and 
” the plain ftile of that day mani fefis the true chriftian {p:r- 

in a diftinzuifhing point of view. David Dixon, was in 
eminently pious Scotch divine, who fiou:ithed in the days of 
the high church perfecution in Scotiand, and through life was 
a laborious and fuccefsful minifter * Chrift. The :¢ood 
man lay upon his death bec, and being afked by a religic us 
friend who was making him a part ng” vifit, what was ‘the 
prefent {tate of his minc¢, and his feelings: and exercifes in a 
view of the eternal world-—=by your faithfulnefs in the caufe 
of Chrift, we truft you have laid a foundetion for great com- 
fort in a dying hour :—He replied in thefe memorable words 
——I have gathered up ail my works both gecd and bed, and 
thrown them down together in a heap before the Lord, and have 
run away from them all to Chrifi, and in him I find [weet ret 


and peace. 
‘Thus doth the foul who walks in the liebe of God’s coun. 


tenance, fee things in their true light. He fees and acknow- 
ledges the infinite holinefs of the divine charaGer, law and 
government. He is made acquainted with the pride and 
pollution of his own heart, and the vilenefs and guilt of his 
ewn character, with correfponding exercifes ef his afte&tions. 
And by being thus happily prepared to receive the falvation 
of Chrift, he becomes {weetly conformed to the methods of 
divine grace, us they are revealed in the gloriows difpenfation 
of the gofpel. 

2. They who walk in the light of God’s ccurtenance, do 
enjoy fweet peece, calmnefs and ferenity of mind. This is 


peculiar tothcm. They onlv have true peace; and this ne- 
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ceflarily arifes from right apprehenfions of the truth, and 
right exercifes of heart towards God’s character, povein- 
ment and grace. As to the wicked, whe walk by the lich: 
of their own fire, which is the me as tota! darknefs, and 
whefe hearts are unreconciled to God and his ways—oppolcd 
to his character and government, his Jaw and his gofpe]— 
they have no true peace or comfort, and it is naturally, abfo- 
Jutely, and forever impefible that they fhould have. All their 
attempts to climb up fome other way toheavenare vain and fruit 
lefs, They are actually oppofing the only methods,ar.d the ete; nu! 
purpofes of God’s grace, refifting the arm of omnipotence, 
and as briars and thorns or ftubble fully dry, they are fetting 
themfelves in battle array againft the devouring flames. Their 
fenfual pleafures are low aid grovelling ; and eabittercd with 
xemorfe. Their expectations from the creature are unan- 
fwered ; their defires;unfatisfied; their hopes are dafhed wiih 
vexation, and terminate in difappointment. ‘The divine 
Cetermination is an infuperable and an eternal bar in the way 
of that happinefs and enjoyment, they defire, and are anxicus- 
ly feeking to obtain. ‘They have, therefore, no reft, but are 
Jike the troubled fea whofe waters continually ceft uo mire 
anddirt. ‘“ There is no peace, faith my God, +o the wicked.” 
But the blefied foul who is humbled and inn SES to God, 
and walks in the light of his countenance, is delivered 
from. this thraldom and wretchednels, this miferable ftaie of 
vaflalage and flavery to his corruptions and lufts. In an 
hearty fubmiffion to God, there is true pezce—by humbling 
himfelf he 1s exalted——by giving all up, he enjoys all, and by 
dying to himfelf, he liveth to God. The light of Guoc’s 
countenance not only fhews him te himfclf, but fhews him 
the glory of God, with a transforming energy upen his foul. 
It not enly difcovers to him his fpiritual weaknefs and wants, 
his ficknefs and wounds, his wretchedncfs and guilt; but 
alfo his fulnefs and ftrength, ‘his remedy and cure, his happi- 
nef, and falvation, and{weetly applies thefe precious benefits 
to his foul, in the pardon of fin, peace ef corfctence, and joy 
jn the Holy Ghoft.. In Chrift he difcovers an infinite fulnets 
ofall thathe wants. Here is juft (uch 4 Savior ashenceds,and juft 
fuch a happinefs ashe defires. In him he enjoys fweet peace. Re- 
conciledto God, he appears altogether rig ht—his charaGter in- 
finitely amiable, beautiful, glorious---all his ways judement 
and eruthenhis Providence kind and gracious, and all his 
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government infinitely wife and good, His mind is enlarged, 
2nd he no longer thinks and aéts upon the fimal], narow {cale 
of the felhih contra@ted mind. fle embraces and contem- 
plates in a general view, the eternal plan of divine grace, and 
by faith confiders every creature, and every event, as being 
in their various ways defigned to fubferve the great and im- 
portant end God hath in view in the creation and government 
of the world. In this view he confiders every thing to be 
right, and wifhes for no alteration, or that any thing fhould 
be in any refpect different from what itis. And what can 
difturb the peace and comfort of the foul pofleffed of thefe 
views, and in the full exercife of this temper of mind? If 
God reign, he muft behappy. “ Great peace have they that 
Jove thy law, and nothing fhall offend them.” And we 
learn from fundry fcriptures, that it is the light of God’s 
countenance, which thus enlarges, enlightens, fettles and com- 
forts the foul. Such was the benediétion with which Aaron 
and his fons were directed to blefs the children of Ifrael 
(Numbers v. 24.) “ The Lord blefs theeand keep thee.— 
‘The Lord make his face to fhine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee. The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace.” And in Pfalms xxi. 6. “ Thou haft 
made him moft blefled forever—thou haft made him exceed- 
ing glad with thy countenance.” A contraft to this we 
tind in the 3eth Pfalm, “ thou didft hide thy face, and I was 
troubled.” What is meant by the hidings of Goad’s face, and 
the withdrawment of the light of his countenance, and what 
darknefs and diftrefs immediately fill the mind, the children 
of God, and they only truly know.——This the ?falmist ex- 
perienced, and fenfibly exprefled in the 42d Pfalm, and at 
the fame time reproves himfelf for his dejection and ftirs him- 
felf up to exercife hope and truft in God. Why art thou caft 
down, O my foul, and why art thou difquieted within me? 
Hope thou in God, for I fhall yet praife him for the help of 


his countenance.” 
ASAPH. 
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312 Revival of Religion in Killingworth. 


A NARRATIVE 


Of a sais of Divine Grace, in Killingworth, Second Society, 
which beganin the year 1801. 


(Centinued from pape 275) 


HE number of hopeful converts, in the late revival 

of religion here, it arpears from accounts received, is 
not €qual to that in many other placcs.—A few infances it 
may not be improper to notice. A perfon of about 22 
years of age, and now a refpectable member of the Church, 
communiczsed the following account: 

“ ‘Through childhood and youth, | was equal to, if not fur- 
paffing any of my companions in lightnefs and vanity. Tho’ 
free from profanenefs and the grefieft fins, yet I thoucht lit- 
tle of God or a future ftate, until 1 was about 19, except at 
two periods, which I perfectly remember—at one of which, 
I was fo imprefled, for afew hours, with the thought of eter- 
nity that I earaeftly wifhed for death. All was foon forgot- 
ten, and [ went on wninterupted!y in my ey avain, umtil I 
was about fifteen, when my attention was again excited by 
the things of religion. I now felt it my duty to pray, and 
made the attempt, with a determination to continue it, which 
I did, but very Carelefily, and foon after very thoughtlefily, 
once or twice in a week. ‘This formal fervice blunted the 
{tings of my confcience, fo that I pailed quictly al Ong, truft - 
ing in the advantages of living in a Chriitian la: ndy and of a 
religious ‘education, to fave me, until! it pleafed Ged, in his 
own time and way, to convince me that a change of heart 
13 neeeflary to an entrance into Heaven. About the middie 
of the fummer 1800, I began-to entertain hard and b! Whe - 
mus thoughts of God, which I endeavoured + f fapprefs, but 
in vain. The more I ftrove againft them, the greater af- 
eendency they gained over me;and notwith!tanding the frong- 
eft opovofition [ could make to them,they filed me with horror. 

“ Having tried tll human ways, in vain, to "abéain relief 
from my horrors of mind, no help feemed to remain, but that 
which is in Chrift; and ‘itis I thought to go unto him, as 
the laf refort, I was fe fully perfuaded that [ would be re- 
jected for my blafphemous thoughts, that I chofe rather te 
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continue in my fuffering ftate, feeling myfelf expofed to al! 
the wrath of an effended God, and bearing the pain of a 
guilty confcience, for more than fix months inceflantly. At 

the end of which, as 1 was, a certain day, thinking over my 

deplorable condition, the idea that I might be yet faved, fud-_ 
cenly came into my mind, and that Chrift died for finners, 

even the greateft, and that his grace was fufficient for me; 

but a review of my paft conduét, and my feelings, as they 

were then, fhowed me the abfurdity of looking for falvation 
from one of whom I had entertained fuch a wrorg opinion. 

This gave an additional weight to my heavy burden, which 
increaied upon me from July to April ; when] heard a fer- 

mon from thele words :—Whofoever fhal! [peak a word again# 

the Son of Mon it foall be forgiven him, but unto him that blaf- 

phemeth against the Holy Ghoft, it fall not be forgiven;”— 

which had a fingular effeét uscn me. The words when 
hirft read, moved me to keen defpair, and for a fhort time the 
pains of Hell got hold upon me; but before the elofing of 
the difcourfe, | ventured to hope that 1 had not: committed 
the fin unto Death. But alas! little did] think of the con- 

flict, yet to be endured, which was dreadful above all Ishad 
experienced before. Doubts of the exiftence of a.God be- 

gan to fill my mind. To eafe my mind, I determined to 
dwell no longer on fo gloomy a fubje&,, but a pained con- 

fcience would not fuffer me to reft, and the fear cf Atheifm 

ayeravatedly opprefied me, till it pleafed the moft High, in a 

fovereign manner, gracioufly to enable me, as i hope, to ftay 

my foul on Jefus Chrift. With earneft defires [ fought him 

—and with patience I followed on to know bim, having re- 

fuived that if I perifhed, it Should be at his feet. In kindnefs 

he feemed to manifeft himfeif to me, and to fay, come hither, 
! am the way,---leave the tempter and thy fins, truft in me, 

aud I will love thee. Thanks be to God, from that time [ 

Fi been enabled to fay, Though he flay me, yet will Liruft in 

7m. 

“ For nearly three years paft, my mind hath been, gener- 
ally fpeaking, comfortable, though I have not been altogether 
without fear that I might be deceived, by the treachery of my 
depraved heart. Therefore I have, at feveral periods, by 
realon of a jealowly over myfelf, fought to revive former 
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painful convictions of mind, but the power to de it is gone 
and | canact reca!] it. 

“ A kind of fweet, tranquil joy, to which I was a ftranger 
before, now fills my foul whenever I contemplate the work of 
(sod, and call to mind his holy charaéter, efpecially when | 
read his word, and lift up my heart in prayer.—The great- 
nefs of that joy whech I firft received after ayears wandering 
in darknefs, and almoft inconceivable diftrefs, after a fhort 
time, paflled away, and I have now no other than what Is de(- 
cribed above, except that it increafeth, and at times rifes toa 
greater degree, flowing out towards all mankind, defiring 
their falvation in conformity to the will of God. One caufe 
of my being fo long diftrefled with a conviction of fin was, 
doubilc‘s, my finful bafhfulnefs, which kept me from com- 
municating my thoughrs to any one, even te my moft inti- 
mate friends, who are ftill ignorant of them te this day.— 
‘The tempter by means of this had anjadvantage over me, and 
caufed me to counterfeit a cheerful behaviour when my foul 
was filled with great diftrefs. If I had taken counfel in my 
awakenings, it now appears, as if 1 fhould have been faved 
the moft cf my anguifh, but if Chrift may be glorified there- 
by, I defire to be ftill, and know tbat he is God.” 

Another inftance, which I would mention, is a youth whe 
fpeaketh thus: “ Knowing by experience the deplorable ftate 
of a finner, that he is by nature totally deftitute of love and 
conformity to God, and that he cannot be faved but by a 
{pecial a&t of fovereign grace, induceth me to afk for further 
inftruGion upon this all impertant fubject, and to commu- 
nicate in a fummary manner the ftate of my mind, and the 
feelings with which it has been exercifed. 

“ From my earlieft aze, | endeavoured to lead'a moral life, 
being often taught that God would punifh finners, but I did not 
believe that I fiould fuffer for the few offenees of which | 
had been guiity.—-Having avoided many fins which I faw in 
others, I imagined all was well with me, till 1 was about 18 
years old, when I heard a fermon preached upen the necefiity 
of regeneration, which put me upon thinking of the need of 
a change of heart inmyfelf. I did not, however, well receive 
the difcourfe at the time, for I was ferfible I new nothing @- 
bout fuch a change, neither did I wifh to know, for I believ- 
ed myfelf as good as others, without it, and to be equal witl 
them I thought would be fufficient. However the thougt 
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troubled me eonfiderably, from day to day, add caufed me to 
think of praying, which I had never done, except repeating 
fume form, as a little child, ard doimg it te remove the ftings 
of a guilty confcience, when I confidcred myfe felfin imminent 
danger. Sometime after this ] heard ancther fermon, that 
convinced me I had quenched the Spirit, which occafioned the 
moft alarming fears that I fhould, forever, be left to eat the 
fruitof my own ways. Suppoting that 1 was alone in thetho’«s 
of eternity, I feparated myfelf from all com pany and determined 
to feek an intereftin Chrift. I coneluded iomething muft be 
done to appeafe God’s anger, | read and prayed, and ftrove 
in every poflible way to prepare myfelf to ge to God, that I 
might be faved from his wrath. ‘Che more I ftrove in this 
felfith way the mere anxious | was, and ro hope was given. 
Soon I began to murmur and repine, aud accufed God of the 
greateft injuftice, in requiring me to turn to him, and while 
I was ftriving with all my might, as I fuppefed, he appeared 
not to regard me. I confidered God as obligated to-fave me 
becaufe | had done fo much for him, aud finding no relief, I 
wifhed that he might not be, and began realiy to doubt the 
truths of his holy word, and to difbelieve his exiflence, for if 
there were a God I perfectly hated him. 1 fearched the 
fcriptures daily, hoping to find inconfiftencies in them, to 
condemn the Bible beeauie it was againft me 5 and while I 
was diligently purfuing my ‘purpofe, every thing I read, and 
every fermon I heard, condemned me.  Chriftian converfa- 
tion gave me the mott painful fenfations. I tried to repent, 
but I could not feel the leaft forrow for my innumerable fins. 
By endeavouring to repent, I faw my heart ftill remained 
impenitent. Although I knew that I hated every thing fe- 
rious, yet I determined to habituate myfelf to the duties 
which God required ; to fee if I could nat by that means be 
made to Jeve him, and [| continued in this ftate fume months, 
The fear of having committed the unpardon:'e fin, now began 
to arife in my mind, aad I could find no ref day nor night. 
When my weery limbs demanded fleep, the fear of awaking 
in a milerable eternity prevented the clofing of my eyes, and 
nothing gave me eafe. No veice of mirth, or found whatever 
was heard, but what reminded me of the awful day when God 
fhall bring every work into judgment. All f elf-righteoufnefs 
failcd me, and having no a ae in God, I was left ia 
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deep defpondency. After a while a furprifing tremor feized 
all my limbs, and death appeared to have taken hold upon me. 
Sterns y, the world eternity, founded icuder than any buman 
voice, lever heard, and every moment of time appeared tnfi- 
nitely more valuable than all tne wealthof the world. Not 
Jong after this an unutual calmnefs pervaded my toul, which 
i thought litde of at firft, except that 1 was freed from my 
awful convictions, and this fometimes grieved me, fearing I 
had loft all conviction. Soon after hearing the feelings of a 
Chriftian defcribed, I took courage, and thought I knew by 
experience what they were. The character of God, andi he 
doctrines of the Bible, which I couldnot meditate upon before, 
without hatred, efpecially thofe of eleion and free grace, 
now appear delightful, and the only mean by which, through 
grace, dead finners can be made the living fons of God. My 
heart feels it finfuinefs. To confefs my fins to God gives 
me that peace, which before I knew nothing of.—To forrow 
for it, affords that joy which my tongue cannot exprefs.— 
Were I fenfible that at death my hope would perifh, yet it 
feemed to me now that I could not willingly quit the fervice 
of God, nor the company of Chriftians : but my unfaithful - 
nefs often makes me fear my fincerity, and fhould I at laft 
be raifed to glory, all the praife will be to-God for the exhi- 
bition of his fovercign grace.” 

Another perfon, nearly torty years of age, at a private 
le&ture, attended April 22d, 1801, was fo wrought upon by 
the word bdeing fet home upon his heart, thathe inftantly be- 
came fo overcome with a fenfe of his danger, that he was 
f{carcely able to ftand, and looked, as he faith, “Round about 
for fomething to ftay myfelf with. Fearing left fome one 
fhould afk, what aileth thee ? I endeavoured to bear up un- 
der the preffure, as much as poffible, and fo concealed the 
matter. This, however, put me upon enquiring what I 
f{hould do to be faved, for previoufly I had little or no anxiety 
about my future ftate. Seon after this 1 fet up family prayer, 
which I had never attempted before. In the beginning it 
was hard, but I felt it my duty and was unable to reft with- 
out it. Having many ferious thoughts, and loving,as I ima- 
pined, the fervice of God, I went ferward and made a pub- 
lic profeffion, ef religion, and believed all was well until the 
22d of November following, when upon the Lord’s day it 
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was obferved in the fermon, that perfons might be ftri& in 
all the outward forms and duties of religion and frill be in 
the gall of bitternefs and bonds of iniquity, for withcut holi- 
nefs no man fall fee the Lord—we muft be born again.” Itim- 
mediately occuried to my mind that 1 was one of that def- 
cription. 

“[ had made a profeffion of religion, but was confcious I 
had never felt it. ‘This lay with great weighs upon my 
mind. AsI was walking a few evenings afcer this anxiety 
began, the firft thing I recolleét, after I left the houfe, where 
I had been, I was ftanding fill, more than half a mile dif- 
tant from the place I had left, reafoning with myfelf, in this 
manner—-What, muft man be born again? Is this a work 
of the Holy Spirit ? Is God fovereign having meiey on 
whom he will have mercy? = Are not thefe doctrines in the 
bible? Yes I know they are for 1 have often read a a 
Why then fhould we not hear them, for all that God hath 
taught is good and nothing to berefufed? Surely we ough: : 
Oh, what fhall I do! I will not open my mouth againft 
them. Thus I was weary and heavy Jaden, and continued 
uli Thanksgiving day, when [ began more fentibly to tear 
that I thould of ail men be the moft miferable. In the even- 
ing | went again to one of my neighbours in erder to divert 
my awakened mind,but invain. ‘“Lhechearly converfation of 
my neighbour increafed my forrow. I wondered how any 
could laugh or fratle—When | returned and attempicd to 
commend my houfe in prayer to God, I was more ‘ifreffed 
than ever, for | began to feel my fpir:tual blindnefs, efpecial- 
ly in prayer, fer my form was gone, aod lL could not recall ir, 
[ experienced tne fame again the next morning. When [ 
took my Bible in my hands, I had fuch a tremor th at I eould 
not read and could fearcely fpeak, fo that I went out, afham- 
ed and confounded. I endeavoured to purfue my ccnlas bu- 
finels, but it was with great ind: fierence, for my foul was 
fell of ancuith, till by fovereign ge it was bron ight horne 
to God. About the middle of the day on Friday efter, I had 
fuch manifeftations of God’s love, and fuch admiring thoug hits 
ot his holy character, and of all the precepts of the role] 
which my foul fo much detefted before, that I could no fie, 
ger hoid mv peace. Limmediatcly left all, repaired to my 
dwelling and called upon my dear companion to help me 
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to praife the Lord. Praife the Lord, Oh, fing praifes to ouf 
God, was the inceflant language of my heart through the 
day. Now] wanted all around me to tafte the loving kind- 
nefs of our Godand to blefs his holy name. Since that time 
I have hada variety of feelings and hours of darknefs, but I 
cannot give up my hopein Chrift.” 

There are two other perfons of different ages, one is in 
early life, who have been remarkably tempted and buffert- 
ed of Saran, as they fully believed. One of them fcemed 
{° be forced, as it were, by anirrefiltible power, t@ take 

ife, fo that a number of days the perfon feared to take a 
knife in his hand, or.any ether flaarp tool, for it feemed as 
though it muft neceffarily be put to the throat, even without 
its being defired ; but God in due time afforded relief, and 
afterwards filled that foul with peculiar joy.——T he other was 
_an inftance of great temptation in fecret prayer; while thus 
diftrefled with temptations, “ It came into my mind, fays he, 
that I needed divine affiftance. Immediately my whole heart 
and foul appeared to afcend to Heaven with this petition, that 
God would condefcend to meet me in the clofet and gracioufly 
affift me in conquering the tempter, that 1 might no more be 
led captive by him at his will. I do not remember all the 
words I ufed, but I began my petition thus, Holy, holy, holy 
Lord God Almighty. The anfwer I received was not by an 
audible voice, but the faét that God had heard and would 
grant my.requeft, was as evident as if it had been bya voice. 
This was a precious feafon, and 1 felt aftonifhed at my ftu- 
pidity, that I had never before thought of looking to God for 
afiftance. When it was morning, I took my Bible and re- 
tired to my clofet, and began my devotions, afking God to 
meet with me—and fuch fenfible and fweet communion with 
God I never thought of enjoying before. I proceeded renew~ 
edly to enter into covenant with my Maker, which as it ap- 
pears to me Ll did with all my heart, dedicating myfelf to his 
fervice, both fou! and body, for time and eternity. I could 
truly fay, Lord, it is good for me te be here. One hour fpent 
in thy fervice is better than ten thoufand fpent elfewhere. 

“ The night following, after refting awhile, I awoke and 
felt as if I was actually encircled in the arms of my dear Re- 
deemer. No tongue can defcribe the blifs 1 felt. I conceived 
it to be what Peter exprefleth in this manner—/V hom, having 
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not feen, ye love; in whom, though now ye fee him not, yet believ- 
ing, ye rejoice with yoy unfpeakable and full of glory. 

‘‘A gain, thefe words made a deep impreffion upon my mind, 
They that know thy name will put their trust in thee. 

“ For eight or ten days, fucceffively, I had an hour or two 
each morning, before light, of enjoying the fweeteR commu- 
nion with my Saviour, that it is poffible for rnite creatures 
to enjoy in this imperfect ftate. ‘The fpirit did not leave me 
until it had, feemingly, led my mind to a comprehenfive view 
of the whole chara&ter of God, and of all his precepts. Laft- 
ly, I had a moft realizing view of the odious nature of fin, 
and the wonderful patience of God in bearing fo long with 
impenitent finners, From that time my greateft anxiety has 
been to ceafe from fin, and no temptaticn has overtaken me 
but fuch as is common to men.”’ 

The perfons referred to in this narrative have been hope- 
fully in the fchool of Chrift more than three years, and fome 
of them much longer; which muft have been fome trial of 
their faith, and afford a comfortable hope that the things which 
they have experienced are not the refult of a heated imagina- 
tion, nor the wild effufions ef a difordered brain, but the ge- 
nuine effe&ts of God’s Holy Ssirit. There has, as yet, been 
no initance of any one profeffing Godlinefs, that has turned 
back, or difhonoured his profeffion. The tares we know will 
grow among the wheat, but we have not yet difcovered them. 
Since the date of the laft letter, five have been duly examined 
and propounded for admiflion into the Church; which, toge- 
ther with feveral more, who have probably as good a hope as 
any we have named, but particular circumftances have kept 
them out of the Church, will make the number of hopeful 
converts, in the late awakening, to furpafs 100; and we hope 
the glorious work is not yet ended, for there have been two 
or three inftances of awakenings fince the communication of 
our laft; but God only knoweth what is in the womb of fu- 
turity; and tous it belongeth to bow with reverence before 
him, giving thanks at the remembrance of his holinefs, 

JOS{AH B. ANDREWS, 

Killingworth, May 23, 1804. 
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Anocner year’s forever fled, 
And a new year begun, 
2. Within the year that’s now no more, 

What multitudes ase gone, 


~ 


Into a world unknown ? 
3. While thouf:ns, younger far than J, 

Have cloi’d their earthy race, 
*Midft tombs unnumber’d I am f{par’d, 

A monument of grace. 


. And while along life’s dang’rous path 


Securely I have tred, 
Reflect, my foul ; what have I done 


‘foferve my Guardian, God? 


Summon'd by death’s refilllefs call, 


gy. How many precious hours and days 
Have I in trifles {pent ; 
What bleflings unimprev'd appear, 


What murm’ring difcontent ! 


6. Blinded by earth’s deiuding toys, 


Which led the heart aftray, 
How often have I turn’d afide 
From wifdom’s narrow way! 


4, Alas! how flowly have I learn'd 
Religien’s heavenly art ; 
How feldom have | raif’d to God 
An undivided heart! 
8. Ev’n in his prefence, in his houfe, 
Before his awfu! throne, 
How often have my treach’rous tho’ts. 
To countleis foilies flewn ! 
. Mow cold my zeal to praifa his name, 
Who bled upon the tree; 
How weak has been my love to him 
Who grean’d and di’d for me ! 
yo: Lerd, fhou!d’ft thou firidly mark my faults, 
And bring thy judgment near, 
Beneath thy fearching, holy eye, 
Oh, how mutt | appear! 


x1. But thou art love, thy grace can cleanfe 


And fanéctify my foul: 
The precieus blocd of Chrift can make 


The wounded finner whole. 


12. Lord, glorify thy beundlefs grace 
By faving me from fin : 
Caft eut, my God, the hateful foe, 
And make me only. thine, 
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DONATIONS tothe WESTERN MISSIONARY SO- 
CIE T Y,—Froma Female friend of Miffions, - 3 Dolls. 


REFLECTIONS ON THE END OF THE YEAR. 
H’ obedient Sun, a: Ged’s command 
Once mere his courfe has run; 
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